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Visitors to an unusual Norfolk nursery are still seeking dramatic tropical plants to turn
up the heat in their summer gardens, despite the ravages of recent winters
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shopping expedition to the Urban Jungle

nursery is more of a safari than a walk

down the garden path. Castomers havi
to drive the entire length of the long and
Lhin two-acre site 1o reach the car park,
passing borders and dells planted with nchly coloured
stems - all before

blooms, curious leaves and intriguing

they can even begin 1o explore on foot
Nestling on the edee of Norwich, Urban Jungle has
Vil Irom one gardeners experiments with tropical

a veritable cornu opla lor
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Business partners Elizabeth and Malcolm Browne have
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1% [unctional as well as beauttful, while acting as a huge

hotiday mather than a traditional English teel. This means
that vibrantly coloured but readily available plants such
s dahhias and impatens - particularly when used to
ind evervday tees pruned into
interesting shapes are as much a part of exotic gardening
wie specialis
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[he Urban Jungle has planting combinations {oi
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Exotic gardening has been one of the key trends of the
hirst years of the 2151 century, encouraged by mild winters
and increasing numbers of people captivated by unusual
plants from the southem hemisphere, previously thought
10 be too tender lor the British climate. And while the
extreme lemperatures of the past three winters have been
a salient remimder of the unpredictability of our weather
patterns and the imponance ol ensuring adequat
pritective measures for tropical plants, Elizabeth s
conhident that the overall ¢ '

The essence of exotic gardening tsn't about what rare

incdividual species we lun though this is," she

LY
explains, “The bigger picture is that exotic gardening is
aboul using plants and other leatures 10 evole an exotic
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stock border for cannas and dahlias, Elizabeth's
maginative ideas for exotie plants include using them to
enliven even the smallesy of garelen Spaces. as shown by
the nursery's 'walls’ of rare and snususl spoctes, made up
of rows of tiny hammocks of ¢ O [ans
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the same time, they are revising their advice as 1o the
MedsUres necessary lor protecting cenain tender plants as
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lifting cannas after the first fi tuas blackened their
leaves, placing them 1o compost that i barely moist and
storing them in an environment where the temperitur
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comming back for more,” Elizabeth says, ‘They are picking
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